
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
4:00pm to 7:00pm 

400 City Hall Square East, Room 401

Welcome
Interim Control By-law for Off-street Parking in Traditional Commercial Streets  

Land Use Study Phase 1

to the open house!
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BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA IN THE CITY OF WINDSOR
DOWNTOWN WINDSOR B.I.A.

WYANDOTTE TOWNE
CENTRE B.I.A.

WALKERVILLE B.I.A.

FORD CITY B.I.A.

OLDE SANDWICH TOWNE B.I.A.

PILLETTE VILLAGE
B.I.A.

OLDE RIVERSIDE TOWN 
CENTRE B.I.A.

OTTAWA STREET B.I.A.

VIA ITALIA / ERIE STREE B.I.A.

APRIL 2011

Background Information on the Interim Control Bylaw
The Planning Act permits a municipality to pass interim control by-laws 
temporarily prohibiting the use of land, buildings or structures  (i.e. 
‘freezing’ certain types of development) for up to two years. Interim 
Control By-laws 126-2015, 127-2015, and 142-2015, prohibiting new or 
expanded parking areas within Business Improvement Areas (BIA), were 
adopted by Council in 2015.  The purpose of the by-laws is to provide 
Administration with an opportunity to conduct a land use study reviewing 
policy and regulations affecting off-street parking areas and provide 

recommendations to City Council. 

In 2016, Council amended the study’s terms of reference to include 
Mainstreet areas. The terms of reference are:

a)   An overview of Official Plan policy and other municipal policy 
  that provides direction with respect to off-street parking areas 
  and built form within BIAs and mainstreet areas;
b)   A review of current Zoning By-law regulations and other 
  municipal by-laws that regulate parking areas and built form 
  within BIAs and mainstreet areas;
c)   Field work to examine parking areas and ‘main street’ built 
  form with each of the City’s BIAs and mainstreet areas;
d)   Consultation with BIAs and affected property owners; and
e)   An analysis of options and recommendations related to off-
  street parking and mainstreet areas.

Council extended the Interim Control Bylaws for an additional year 
(i.e. until September 6, 2017) via By-law 136-2016. The land use study 
assumes there will continue to be demand for off-street parking and 
focuses on where and how to accommodate parking areas while 
ensuring the unique built form and character of each BIA and other 
Mainstreet areas remain intact and continues to support the vitality 
of businesses within these areas.

This Open House is an important part of Phase 1 of the project which 
provides background information and seeks public input.



Business Improvement Areas (BIA) 
& MainStreets

Business Improvement Areas (BIA) 

MainStreets

Public Transit

Walkable Pedestrian Lighting Adaptive Re-Use

Potential
Community Spaces Active Transportation Enhanced StreetscapingUnique Businesses

Neighbourhood 
Branding

Pedestrian
Oriented

Density

Gateway
Markers

Enhanced Orientation
Signage

Sidewalk Cafes

Neighbourhood
Amenities

Mixed Use Local Businesses

Heritage
Conservation

Community Oriented Public Art

These areas were intended to serve the needs of the surrounding 
neighbourhoods and many served as the commercial centre of former towns 
prior to being annexed into the City of Windsor. In addition to serving the 
surrounding neighbourhoods, these areas have also become specialized retail, 
entertainment, and service destinations that draw customers from across the 
Windsor-Essex Region as well as out-of-town visitors.

MAINSTREETS & BIAs

Windsor’s nine BIAs and other Mainstreet areas 
were largely established prior to the widespread 
use of automobiles. These compact mixed use 
commercial areas were designed to be walkable 
with buildings close together or adjoining and 
facades abutting the public right-of-way. 




