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To His Worship the Mayor and Members of 
Council: 
 
This is the Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report to City Council on the affairs and operations of 
the Corporation for the calendar year 2021. 
 

The Willistead Manor Inc. Board of Directors act in a policy advisory capacity to City Council on 
the operation of Willistead Manor Inc.; however, the ongoing management of the facility is under 
the direction of the Office of the Commissioner of Community Services. A full report of the 
activities in the facility may be obtained from that Service Area.   

 

Introduction and Background 
 

The City of Windsor Act, 1981 established a Corporation without share capital under the 
name of Willistead Manor Inc., with the objective to receive, maintain, manage, control 
and use donations for charitable purposes for the rehabilitation of Willistead Manor Inc.  
For the purpose of attaining its objective, the Corporation “Willistead Manor Inc.” has 
the power to accept and hold any real or personal property granted, donated, devised, 
bequeathed or otherwise conveyed to it and to convert any such property into money 
and further to advise City Council respecting the following: 

1. The operation of Willistead Manor Inc.; 
 

2. The development and maintenance of the grounds of "Willistead Park"; 
 

3. The promotion and development of Willistead Manor Inc. as a centre for amusement, 
entertainment and exhibitions; 

 

4. The promotion of meetings, receptions and displays in Willistead Manor; 
 

5. The promotion of educational or cultural activities in Willistead Manor; 
 

6. The promotion of the performing arts, including musical and artistic work, in Willistead 
Manor. 

 
Pursuant to Section 12 of By-law Number 1 of the Corporation, enacted October 29, 1981, the 
Board of Directors shall, once annually, hold a meeting at which will be approved for submission 
to City Council, a review of the affairs and operations of the Corporation for the year immediately 
preceding and a financial statement which contains a profit and loss statement and a balance sheet 
for the year.  This report is submitted in accordance with By-law Number 1. 
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Directorate 
 

Term Expiring August 17, 2022 Term Expiring August 17, 2023 

 
Andalieb Abu-Zahra 

James Evans 
Robert Gauthier 
Douglas Sanborn 

 

 
Carl Dettinger 

Mary Jane Dettinger 
Colleen Gaudette 

Art Jahns 
Robert Jasey 

David Langstone 

 

Councillor Chris Holt 

Kathleen Renaud, President, Friends of Willistead 
 

Officers 
 

In accordance with Section 6 of By-law Number 1, of the Corporation, the Board at its 

first meeting following City Council’s appointment of Directors, elected the following 

Officers: 

2021/2022 
 

Chairperson—Douglas Sanborn 
Vice-Chair—Vacant 

Treasurer—Robert Gauthier 
Secretary—Colleen Gaudette 

Past Chairperson—James Evans 
 

Honourary Chairs—Stephen Marshall (Deceased) and Louise Brown 
 

Committee Structure 
 

The Board functions with an active Committee structure comprising the following sub-
committees that report through the Board: 
 

 Acquisitions Committee  

 Community Relations & Promotions Committee 

 Education Committee  

 Event Planning Committee 

 Fundraising Committee 

 Historical Committee 
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Manor Club 
 

 

 

The Manor Club Fundraising program was 

approved by City Council in 1982, and revised in 

1983, as an effective vehicle for persons and 

corporations to donate money for the continuing 

restoration and refurbishing of Willistead Manor 

Inc.  

 

In 2021 the Manor Club received donations 
totalling $ 8,769.00. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following classifications of membership were established: 
 
Charter Life Members: original members whose donations exceeded 

$1,000.00 prior to December 31, 1982 
 
Charter Corporate Members: original corporations whose donations 

exceeded $1,000.00 prior to December 31, 1982 
 
Life Members: donors who have completed their $1,000.00 

donations since December 31, 1982 
 
Corporate Members: corporations who have completed their 

$1,000.00 donations since December 31, 1982 
 
Sustaining Members: donors of less than $1,000.00 whose donations, 

when they reach $1,000.00 will make them life 
members 

 
Sustaining Corporate Members: corporate donors of less than $1,000.00 whose 

donations, when they reach $1,000.00 will make 
them corporate members 
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Report of the Board Chair 
 

The Willistead Manor Inc. Board of Directors is an active participant with the 

management resources of the City of Windsor’s Office of Parks, Recreation, Culture and 

Facilities, which maintains Willistead’s grounds, gardens, buildings and furnishings. 

 

Willistead Manor is the crown jewel of Olde Walkerville offering gracious facilities and 

grounds for weddings, receptions, meetings and many other special events. 

 

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Manor has been closed since March 

2020 but we are hopeful that the scheduled May 2022 opening can be realized. Due to 

these Covid-19 lockdowns, our financial partners have had to cancel the fundraising 

activities and donations which have benefitted the Manor for many years. 

 

The annual Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) Art in the Park event scheduled for June 5th 

and 6th, 2021 was cancelled and we are anxiously anticipating the 2022 event. Donations 

to Willistead Manor from the Rotary Club (1918) began in 1972 and the Willistead Manor 

Board of Directors is extremely thankful for their 50 years of continuous support towards 

upkeeping this historic gem for all to appreciate. 

 

The Friends of Willistead are a vibrant group of approximately sixty volunteers who 

continue to offer support with docent services and various community events promoting 

and fund raising for the Manor. We are eternally grateful for all they do and anxiously 

look forward to when they can bring their energy back to the Manor. 

 

Additionally, the Board is sincerely thankful for the continued support over the years 

from The Manor Club Patrons, Via Italia Seniors and Community Centre Inc., The 

Questors Ontario Chapter, The Windsor Essex County Association of Realtors, the 

Windsor Design Association designers, teachers and students from the St. Clair College 

Interior Design Program and everyone else who contributes to support the Manor for the 

continued enjoyment of the residents and visitors to Essex County.  

 

Finally, a special thank-you to the Acquisitions Committee, whose hard work and 

dedication allows the Manor to maintain the high-level historical quality and community 

value that Willistead Manor Inc. strives for. 
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We are excited to announce that a historical exhibit in the Coach House, made possible 

from the generous Merrinoff family donations and the support of numerous Walker 

family descendants, is scheduled to open in July 2022. We are all looking forward to once 

again being able to gather with friends, colleagues and patrons to continue our work 

promoting the Manor. 

 

As your Chair, I would like to thank the entire Board of Directors for their continued 

support and tireless effort, working together we can achieve our vision of creating “An 

interactive world-class cultural site that promotes personal and community experiences 

connecting the past to the future.” 

 

On behalf of the Board; thank you Mayor Dilkens and City council for your support and 

ongoing investments honouring the Manor’s history and present-day relevance.  

 

In closing, we also wish to extend thanks to the following people from the City of 

Windsor for their interest and support: 

 

Ray Mensour – Commissioner, Community Services 

Jen Knights – Executive Director, Recreation & Culture 

James Chacko – Executive Director, Parks & Facilities 

Michelle Staadegaard – Manager, Culture & Events 

Christopher Menard – Cultural Development & Willistead Manor Coordinator 

Kim Manzerolle – Recreation Centre Clerk, Willistead Manor 

Dan Seguin – Deputy Treasurer, Financial Accounting 

Sue Hallett-Zufelt – Financial Analyst, Financial Accounting 

Steve Vlachodimos – City Clerk & Senior Manager, Council Services 

Sandra Gebauer – Council Assistant and Executive Secretary to the Board of 

Directors, Willistead Manor Inc.  

Bonnie Reid – Resident Custodian 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Douglas Sanborn 
 

Douglas Sanborn 

Chair, Willistead Manor Inc. 
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Acquisitions Committee 
 

The Acquisitions Committee met with the Board via Zoom several times throughout 2021 
to discuss the challenges of the pandemic as it relates to Willistead Manor. Acquisitions 
continued to work on initiatives to maintain our mission of preservation of the manor 
despite these challenges. 
 
Several years ago, the Acquisitions Committee and the Board of Directors contracted 
Suede Productions to create a documentary to showcase Hiram Walker, his successful 
business ventures, Willistead Manor and the Walker family legacy. We are delighted to 
report that the documentary has been completed and we hope to premiere it to the public 
sometime in 2022. 
 
The Acquisitions Committee and the Board of Directors also contracted HCA Mindbox 
to help facilitate the historical exhibit in the Coach House. We anticipate its completion 
in 2022 and look forward to opening it to the public. 
 
In closing, I would like to quote a paragraph from the booklet, Willistead Manor, A History 
and A Guide: 
 

“As the manor is over 100 years old, (completed in 1906), terms such as 
reconstruct, repair, renew and restore are applied on an on going basis not 
only to the Manor but to the grounds and attendant buildings as well.  This 
magnificent gift from the Walker family now belongs to the people of 
Windsor and it is up to us to keep this gem a shining example of public 
support”. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Robert Gauthier 
 

Robert Gauthier ARIDO IDC 
Executive Member of the Board of Directors, Willistead Manor Inc., Chair of 
Acquisitions  
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Friends of Willistead 
 

Our group continued to be safe but we were away from the Manor and all our usual 

activities. We kept in touch through emails and phone calls but the 40-year history of 

the Friends was put on hold. 

In 1980 when the Manor was refurbished and ready to be what it is today, a strong 

group of advocates (including the Questers) met and made plans to serve and promote 

the Manor in any way that they could.  The Manor became a premier event place but 

was also to be known as part of the community so tours and educational partnerships 

were formed and the Friends became a group.  

The first open house was to show off the Manor ready for Christmas in December 1981. 

One of the original tour guides from then remains a member 40 years later. The Manor 

was enhanced through donations and acquisitions and became a draw to locals and 

tourists, who always left in awe of what Edward and Mary had created with architect 

Albert Khan. This is still true today and Christmas at Willistead Manor is an event you 

cannot miss. 

The Friends are a group of 60 members who come from all walks of life and all bring 

unique skills to the table: seamstress, office employee, teachers, nurses, moms and dads 

and appreciated volunteers.  

We have raised funds for the restoration of the Manor and will continue to do so...our 

High Teas, Easter and Halloween parties for children, Christmas bazaars, Art in the 

Park cafe and various endeavors have raised monies that help the 115-year-old house 

stay safe for future generations to enjoy.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kathleen Renaud 
 

Kathleen Renaud, President 

Friends of Willistead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Willistead Manor Inc. Annual Report 21 
 

  




