Adopted by Council at its meeting held May 27, 2013 [M195-2013]
JTAA
Windsor, Ontarioc May 27, 2013

REPORT NO. 135 of the 7
ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC SAFETY
STANDING COMMITTEE
of its meeting held April 24, 2013

Present: Councillor J. Gignac
Councillor A. Halberstadt
Councillor R. Jones,
Councillor H. Payne
Councillor F, Valentinis, Chair

That the following recommendations of the Environment, Transportation and
Public Safety Standing Committee BE APPROVED:

Moved by Councillor Halberstadt, seconded by Councillor Jones,

THAT Report No. 70 of the Windsor-Essex County Environment Committee
. meeting held March 7, 2013 regarding the Asian carp crisis in the Great Lakes BE
APPROVED.

Carried.

Clerk’s Note: Report No. 70 of the Windsor-Essex County Environment Committee
meeting held March 7, 2013 is a#fached as background information.
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Wmdsor Ontario Aprll 24,2013 .

REPORT NO. 70
of the .

W]NDSOR ESSEX COUNTY ENVIRONMENT COMM]TTEE (WECEC)

of its meetmg held
‘March 7,2013
at 5:30 o’clock p.m.
Lou Romano Water Reclamatlon Plant 4155 Ojibway Parkway

Members present at the March 7 2013 meetmg

Charlie Wright, Co-Charr
. Councrllor Alan Halberstadt, Co- Chalr
i -Councrllor Hilary Payne
‘Derek Coronado
" Ric Coronado
Roger Dzugan
Jesse Costa Gardner
“Karen Fallon
. -EvanFreeman-Gibb -
- Paul Henshaw
John Miller
Tamara Stomp

Your Commlttee submits the followmg recommendatmn

Moved by Councillor Payne seconded by T. Stomp,

THAT the resolution presented by the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cltles Imtlatlve t01 '_

. the Windsor-Essex County Environment Committee emphasizing the serious nature of the: Asian
carp crisis in the Great Lakes and the urgency of finding a solution BE ENDORSED and: =~
‘"THAT the City of Windsor BE REQUESTED to pass aresolution endorsmg the same.
Camed

Clerk’s Note: A copy of the model resolution on keeping Asian carp out of the Great Lakes and St

Lawrence provided by the Chair of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative is attached as
background mformatlon
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COUNCILLOR ALAN HALBERSTADT, CO-CHAIR

COMMITTEE COORDINATOR (A)







Keeping Asian Carp Qut of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence

WHEHEAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence represent the-largest body of surface fresh water in the
world and are a vibrant, diverse ecosysterii that Is critically Important to the economic well-being and
qualnty of life of the Canadian and U S. populations in the basin ;

WHERE:\S over 180 invasive species have entered the ecosystem over the years and caused widespread

‘damage and disruption to the natural balance of the system, as weli as slgnlﬂcant economic damage;

. WHEREAS, one of the most serigus threau ever presented by invasive species currently comes from

Asian carp, includlng silver, bighead, and black varietles;

WHEREAS, these varieties of carp were introduced to the southern United States for use in fish farms for

" algae contraol in the 1970's and escaped into the Mlsslssippi Rtver system as a result of floods and other _

means over the years;

WHEREAS, the Invas}ve carp have migrated northward through the MlssISsippt River system over-the
yearstoa point where they are as far north as Wisconsin and Minnesota, and into Indiana, Ohio, and
Pennsylvama, as weil; :

WHEREAS the invasive carp have established dominsnt popuiations in many places in the river.systems,
reducing sfgniﬂcantiv or eliminating populations of the more desirable species of fish because of thelr -
voracio us. food consumiption and prolific reproduction;

WHEREAS, the invasive carp are threatening to enter the Great Lakes at a number of points across the
basin, but none appear to present as great a threat as the lllinols River and Chlcago Area Waterway
System;

WHEREAS, many federal, state, provincial, and toi:al government agencles in the United States and
Canada have worked diligently and expended tens of millions of dolfars over the past 10 yearson a
variety of projects to stop the migration of the invasive carp and keep them out of the Great takes;

WHEHEAS the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructed and currently operates an.electric barrier near

- Romeovilie illinols on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal that seems fo have helped sfow or stop the

movement of the invasive carp toward Lake Michigan;

WHEREAS, the US. Army Corps of Engineers is conducting a multiyear, comprehensive study across the

U.5. side of the Great Lakes basin called the “Great Lakes and Mississippi River interbasin Study” .
{GLMRIS) that examines 19 separate locations where invasive carp could cross from the Misslssippi River

 Basin to the Great Lakes Basin, and considers a large number of potential ways to stop the further
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o ~the greatest tireats to the integrity and well-being of the Great Lakes and St. tawrence ecosystem,

WHEREAS, including the invasive carp, there are 39 Invasjve species in the two basins that present a
threat to cross over into the other basin in the near future:

WHEREAS, once an invasive species establishes itself in an ecosystem, it Is exceedingly difficult to.
eradicate it, and !t often infiicts serlous damage on-the ecosystem and Imposes major costs in the form A
of efforts to contro| it; ' '

WHEREAS, tavasive spedes have already inflicted hundreds of millions in damage across the Great Lakes
and 5t. Lawrence, and invasive carp pose a serfous threat to the $7 blilion sport and commercial fishery -
that support the economy and help define the cuiture of the entire region;

WHEREAS, Canadlan and U.S, citizens across the basin have expressed serlous concern about the
. inva_sive carp and other invasive species, and are demanding prompt action;

~ WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Citle‘:; fnitlative hé& taken the position by resolution that _
physical separation of the Mississippi River and Great Lakes basins jn the Chicago Area Waterway : ) ;
System provides the most effective means of keeping the Invasive carp from reaching Lake Michigan; ’

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cifles Initlative and Great Lakes Commission completeda =~ = g
. Teport entitied “Restoring the Natural Divide” on January 31, 2012 that established the feasibility of ;
 physical separation of the two basins In the Chicago Area Waterway System that would also maintain or- - -
. enhance water quality, fiood control, and transportation in the System. - ' A

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the invasive carp in the Mississippi River system pose one of

Including the 40 million Canadlans and Americans who live there; o,

" BE IT FURTHER ﬁESDI.VED, that preventing the invasive carp frt_':"m entering the Great Lakes and St.
Lawrence ecosystem needs to be approached with the greatest sense of urgency by all those
responsible far dealing with this matten; -

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that physical separation is the most effective way to keep invasive carp from
entering Lake Michigan through the Chicago Area Waterway System, and such barriers would also -
prevent the movement of many other invasive species from one basin to the other;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that physical separation is feasible and can be done in a way that maintains
- Or enhances water quality, flood control, and transportation In the system; : '

* BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the .S Army (:orbs of Engineers should take all necessary steps
accelerate its process to complete its work onthe Chicago Area Waterway System portion of the study -
no later than December 2013, and give falr and thorough consideration to the phvsicgl separation
option; ' ' '




BEIT FURTHEQ RESOLVED, that the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers and aif cooperating U.S. and Canadian
agencies continue operation of the electric barrler, intensive commercial fishing, and other methods to
keep the Invasive carp out of the Great Lakes while along term solution Is found and implemented,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that addit!onai work should be undertaken immediately to develep more
_details of the “Restoring the Natural Divide,” réport, with a special émphasis on ways to finance the
necessary infrastructure investments; .

BE IT FINALLY RI-‘SOLVED, once a preferred option Is !der_:tiﬂed; all partles should mave forward'to
implement the solution in an expedited fashion with the greatest sense of urgency,
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